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Even Humboldt himself was not exempt from this
necessity.

The picturesque in nature, it is true, is shut out
from me, and works of art are to me mere outlines
of beauty, accessible only to one sense ; but perhaps
this very circumstance affords a stronger zest to
curiosity, which is thus impelled to a more close
and searching examination of details than would
be considered necessary to a traveller who might
satisfy himself by the superficial view, and rest con-
tent with the first impressions conveyed through
the eye. Deprived of that organ of information, I
am compelled to adopt a more rigid and less sus-
picious course of inquiry, and to investigate analy-
tically, by a train of patient examination, sugges-
tions, and deductions, which other travellers dismiss
at first sight; so that, freed from the hazard of being
misled by appearances, I am the less likely to adopt
hasty and erroneous conclusions. I believe that,
notwithstanding my want of vision, I do not fail to
visit as many interesting points in the course of my
travels as the majority of my contemporaries : and
by having things described to me on the spot, I
think it is possible forme to form as correct a judg-
ment as my own sight would enable me to do : and
to confirm my accuracy, I could bring many living
witnesses to bear testimony to my endless inquiries,
and insatiable thirst for collecting information. In-
deed this is the secret of the delight I derive from
travelling, affording me as it does a constant source